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humbly and reverently to appraise the institution of which |

each of ue is g part. We have a natural solicitude for its
endurance, its integrity, its acknowledged worthiness.
Thus, despite his awareness of his own inadequacies,
each of us cherishes the hope that he may yield his gavel
to one by whom the office he holds will be advanced in
efficiency, in dignity, and in the general egteem. So,
today, confident that { shall realize that hdpa, my -
dominant sentiment, in all reverence, may be reflected
in the prayer, "num dimittis servum tuum, Domine".
However, lest a mistaken inference be
drawn from that allusion, I hasten to add that, happily for
me, my withdrawal from the active status will not involve
my ¢omplete surrender of the judicial function. For what
I should like to think will be several years, I shall continue
ta perform strictly judicial duties and, probably in lavge
measure, in the district of Nebraska. [ expect, therefore,
personally to witness during that continuing interval of
service, the full realization of the hope whose
entertainment I have just reﬁeeted; It was in that
expectation that I retired; and by it I am confirmed in my
conviction of the prudence of that course. Judge Van Pelt,
mine is a very special and personal welcome to you.
JUDGE ROBINSON: We are honored by the

presence on the b@ﬂeh of two judges of the Court of
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Appeals of the Eighth Circuit., [ shall now call upon the
Honorable Harvey Johnsen, Judge of the Court of Appeals
of the Eighth Circuit,

HON, HARVEY W, JOHNSEN: Judge Robinson,
my brethren of the federal bench, and a special salutation
to Judge Ven Pelt, |

This occaslon is one of eémpiezm%ﬁtax*y
aspects, It marks the yielding up by one judge of the
federal judiaial post, duties and responsibilities,
centered here at Lincoln, and the taking over of these
things by another.

It is not, however, our purpose today to
deal with the matter of Judge Delehant's retirement, but
rather with the welcoming of Judge Van Pelt, 1 only
mention Judge Delehant’s name; because I think it adds
an element of significance to the congratulations which are
gathered to extend to Judge Van Pelt,

This judicial post at Lincoln has a history
and a repute that are unigue arhong the federal district
judgeships of the country, It has typified for 50 years,
throughout the federal judieial systein, the highest
gtandard of service and quality of work, which it is
possible for a trial court to give,

That identification began to become attached

to it with the aﬁpeintment of the late Thomas C. Munger
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a8 a United States District Judge for the District of

~ tria] judgee of the federal system.

23

Nebraska, in 1907. He was the first resident federal
judge at Lincoln. In his many years of service, Judge

Munger came to be recognized as one of the outstanding

It was the privilege of Judge Delehant to
succeed him and to take over the responsibility of |
earrying on the fine tradition and high repute of the
Lincoln judicial post, both here in Lincoln, throughout
the State, and in the federal system generally, This
Judge Delehant has done, in a manner that not only has
preserved the preceding lustre of the post but that, in my
opinion has even further extended it; Judge Delehant,
too, has gained a name as one of the outstanding trial
judges of the federal system.

It is a remarkable fact that any individual
judicial post should have -beceme‘pa:ssessed of and have
held an unbroken aura of this n_éture for 50 years, so that
it néw stgndé in tha position of being able to claim a |
golden anniversary of such tradition and rapute-; itisin
the light of the fact of that golden anhivers&ry that I find
double cause and increased zﬁeasure for my congratulations
to Judge Van Pelt today,

I ihink any judge :has a special

fortunateness who is privileged to take over a post that
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hag come to have such an individualistic, identifying
standing. I therefore congratulate judge Van Pelt on
having the opportunity to step onto such a splendid stage
and setting,

But more than thig, [ congratulate him on
his having been selected as one deemed worthy and
qﬁalifi@d to carry on and still further extend the high -
eminence which Judge Munger and Judge Delehant have
glven to the post which he is agsuming.

If 1 did not feel that I knew Judge Van Pelt,
not just personally but also fairly well-~and I may
interject that our acquaintanceship is one of more than
30 years-~1 would perhaps, with judicial restraint, allow
my congratulations to stop here. I am happy, however,
to be able to go beyond these institutional limits, and to
add a separate, personal measure of congratulations.,
Because I feel that 1 know Judge Van Pelt's attributes,
qualities and capabilities, I would extend my
congratulations to him most of all upon this individual
basés; I am certain that he conatitytes in fact & mosgt
worthy successor to judges Munger and Delehant, and
that he will carry on the work in this judicial post at
Lincoln with the same high qixaiity and repute that have
glven it its distinctive 50-year aura in the federal

judicial system. I believe further that he will grow in
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[institutionally In the field of judicial service. Faithfully

- that word of congratulations to the members of his family, |

judicial statute and, as he does, will not only preserve, but
also extend, the lustre and tradition of this particular
judgeship. I may add too that I think that he will, as

well, acquire for himself a reputation in the trial court

field--though this is of the least importance

sexving the cause of justice, and not ambiit-ii:mally seeking
to attain personal renown, i the real dedication of a true
judge.

From what | have gaid, it necessarily
follows that I would voice too a word of congratulation to
the bar of zhé gtate, to the people of Nebraska, and to the
community of Lincoln, that Judge Van Pelt has been
chosen foy this position.

Concluding, then, I once more voice my

sincere congratulations to Judge Van Pelt, and I repeat

his relatives and his many friends. As a member of the
federal judiclary, I ac}dvta this my best wishes and a
waré'z hand of welc:aéne to the judicial fold of the 8th
Circuit of the United States. As time goes on, Judge
Van Pelt, you will come to understand more fully the
meaning of that welcome, a8 f,rdu have the opportunity to
experience the spirit of unity, integration and

dedication by which the federal judicial system is
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permeated, and ag you find yourself realizing that you
have today taken over, not just an individual judicial
post, but a position of responsibility and concern aa to
the whole federal judicial system, in this tagk of ours of
achieving national justice, mnstitutianany and legally,
80 that freedom and democracy may endure.

S0 again, Judge Van Pelt, my sincere

congratulations, my best wishes, and my bearty welcome
to y@u; :

JUDGE ROBINSON: The next judge whom I shall |
call upon likewise tieéds no introduction to this group,
He presided over this court when he was serving as United |
States District Judge, and later was elevated to the United
States Court of Appeals, Eighth Circuit. The beloved
Honorable Joseph W, Waedreughr;

HON, JOSEPH W, WOODROUGH: Judge Van Pelt,
every time [ go down kta work in the morning I pass under
a great big sign that arches the driveway in which I am |
proceeding and which proclaims to the world that our town |
of Omaha is the biggest packing center and lvestock
market on the face of the earth. Aﬂcﬁ it would be strange
indeed if 2 man didn't take a reasonable pride in being a
citizen of no mean sity; On the contrary, he takes great
pride in Omaha and its vast geography.

But when I come to Lincoln I see from afar




12

i3

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

27

the beautiful and amazing cupola of the capitol, of the
statehouse, where I know that devoted men are gathered,
enlightened rﬁen, devoting themselves to the great
probléms of government, combating things that are wrong
and fighting for better things. Many of them, year after
year, have so labored under that great dome, that I feel
good as I come here. And then I come past the wonderful
university; also sa"many, many devoted men who are |
learning and teaching to know better what is already known ,
and then advancing into the unknown and doing a great work
for all of us. And then I go on the streefs of Lincoln and
behold the marvelous youth that keeps you here, you know,
like you ought to be; they look beautiful to me, so full of
life, full of enthusiasm, so full of hope. |

Now, one other thing. My old preceptor,
Frank Irvine, who was on our Supreme Court many years
ago, and hardly any of you remember him, I expect, but
he was a teacher and a jurist, Well, he said to me,
"There is no city on earth, I think, that affords a man
more opportunity to live a full life, to increase his
knowledge and his youthfulness and his happiness than the
city of Lincoln. There isn't a soul in it that's ignorant.”
That's a fact; [ don't believe there is. [ never |
encountered Gxie in many years here;

And then I come off the street and come into
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this room, and I say this beloved courtroom, and meét

with those men of the bar, the learned men of the bar, the

lawyers and the judges. Yes, Roscoe Pound, it was, who

‘took pleasure in femiﬁdmg us from time to time that the

vc;:::aitmn_we follow of law and judging is no mere business

- and trading affaif. but it {s an honorable, it is a learned

and fine prefeésion, honoring and respecting what the
German says, "Everything that goes through the heart on
the higher plane.” You find it here in Lincoln.

I have always thought and I have always

known of Robert Van Pelt to be one of the men who

embodies these high ideals that exist and always continue

in Lincoln., Every word that has been said in compliment i

to him struck a responsive chord in my heart, I know
it is true. |

| I can't let the opportunity go because it is
expected of a man of my age and experlence to give
advice, nat that anybody cares pértiéulariy {laughter), but

then you try to live reasonably up to expectations, I turn

then to Rébér_t Burns. ] am h.opi:rig things for Van Pelt,

and for a'sﬁeeessful career for him, which I know he will
have, 1 dbn'thape for him that he won’t encounter much
humén wickedness. Even in Lincoln we find some of that,
(Laughter) But maybe I might 333’1 not much of it. So I
am hopihg thmgs for him. I am not hoping that he will
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do all that he hopes to do because he hopes for & good deal
and intends 1t, and he has taken this oath and he means
avery word of it.

And 1 hopes for him he won't get hardened,
aven though you do meet some of those who ;?ati by the
wayside and don't live up to what I always think of a8 ;
Lincoln standards. You can't expect that; you can’t expect
that. But on the other hand I recall the advice of Robert j
Burns that he gave his young friend. "Never come to
think that mankind are all wicked. The real, downright
hardened wicked that have no etmck but ﬁi;‘x?maﬁi ‘Iaw are but

few, o matter what it might appear sometimes.” In the

grinding down of the court-~and that's my best hope-~

never will he be hardened; never will he forget that there

are an awful lot of good people as well as a few bad ones.
JUDGE ROBI

SON: As all of you ave undoubtedly
aware, those who have responded 1o the court’s |
invitation to speak this morning have kept thelr remarks
brief. As it 18 my desire to do likewise, I have reduced

my remarks to writing and should ke to ask your
indulgence while 1 read them. 1 shall address myself to
the gentleman in whose name and honor this ceremony is
being held.

Before continuing, however, I would like to
take this opportunity to say how gratifying and comforting
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it ie to know that the former chief judge of this district and
your predecessor on this bench, Judge Delehamt, will be
available for service, counsel and advice, His help has
been invaluable to me in my flrst year on the bench,
Judge Van Pelt, may I welcome you both
personally and on behalf of the federal judiclary to the |
bench where you now sit, You enter this morning upon ¢ |

sexvice which entafls great responsibilities, but af the
game time, as you will soon find, rewards each of us

with the far greater satiefaction of accomplishment that
comes from the day to day labors of that which we term
administering justice. For this Is a gervice, as you well
know, which Hes at the very foundation of our demogratic |
gociety.

You bring to the bench 3 knowledge and |
understanding of many flelds, - gained from your actice and |
praiseworthy work in veligious, educational, and civic
affairs. Your ability as a practicing lawyer is best
attested to by your fine reputation amongst your brethren
of the profession, and your numerous contributiong that
you have méade to the law lteelf, The regoxd of your life
shows without a doubt that you possess a senée of fntegrity
and moyal purpose in the highest degree. That you are
eminently qualified for this position {s beyond question,
and we are confident that the quality of your judicial

30
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career will be an inspiration to all,

We heartily welcome you.

And now, reslizing thet thig is no casy
métter, | am going to call upon you to make such

response to this morning's ceremony as you deslre.

Ladies and gentlemen, the Honorable Robert Van Pelt,
now judge of the United States District Court for the
District of Nebraska,
JUDGE ROBERT VAN PELT: Chief Judge

Robinson, brethren of the bench and bar, and friends;

Your presence here warms my heart.
Words will not properly or completely expmaé my
appreciation any more than words would suhstimté for
your presence. [ do thank zach of you. While this is an
occaston when 1 should be seen and not heard, you must
reslize that I am not yet far enough removed from the
praptice of law not 16 want to speak whenever an

opportunity is afforded. I do want to speak, howevey,

lehant

because | want to publicly thank Jadga and Mrs, De
for their kindness to my family and to me, At what }
fear is great personal inconvenience, they are leaving
Lincoln in order that ], on the oath which | have this day
taken, can designate my official station as Lincoln,
Nebraska. This generosity Is characteristic of hoth of

them and I would not permit this hour to draw to a close
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withowt recognizing this great personal favor, and

axpression of friendship. |
Likewise, ] cannot take a place on this side

of the bench~-which doesn’t seem a8 high from this side

as when seated at the coungel table--without feeling

humble in remembering that two of the nation's grastost

trial judges, Thomas C, Munger, whose picture I look |

up to 8t the rear of this room, and John W. Delehant, who

sits on my right, both long-time personal friends, have

preceded me as the trial judges in this room, and without
expressing the hope, however undeserved, that a part of
thelr luster may shine through me in serving justice in
this room. I recognize that I cannot be a Thomas .
Munger; I recognize that I cannot be a John W. Delehant;
I recognize that I am only Bob Van Pelt. Perhaps in the
way life moves that is as it should be. To bask lu thelr
reflected glory could never be a goal in itself, even
though I would like to emulate their fine qualities, 1do
golicit the cooperation of the bar, who have been 8o
generous {n their spoken words here today, and of the
public ss}he will be serving as jurors and witnesses in this
court, that I too miy be dedicated to the doing of justice
in this courtroom that these distinguished jurists have
graced so Jong and go well,

Some of you know my own personal
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philosophy, for it has even been publicly recorded, To
me the greatest rule of conduct of the Holy Scripture is
not found in the New Teatament but in the words of Micah,
where It is wrltten:
"For what does the Lord require of thee but to do
justly and to live mercy and to walk humbly with
thy god?" |
If from each of you, my friends, | may request one more =

favor, it would be your prayer that I may do justly, that
I may Jove mercy and that in all these things I may walk
humbly with my God, ;
| And to you, Mr. Chief Judge Roblnson, and
to all asserbled here, my sincere thanks for making this
day one that will live forever in my memory. No man
deserves such fine {riends or such a fine family as God
has given me. I am grateful, |
JUDGE ROBINSON: Ladies and gentlemen, on
behalf of Judge Van Pelt and the court here this morming I
want to add my thanks for your appearance here to honoy
Judge Van Peit. We will shortly be in recess, Judge Van 1
Pelt has advised me to suggest that he will be available
in chambere immediately after the ceremony.
The marehal will now recess cowrt,
(Whereupon court was adjourned, followed by

reception in chambers, )
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{Reported and prepared by David H. Brown,

Officlal Shorthand Reporter, United States District Court,

District of Nebrasksa, )




